PEOPLE OF PORTRUSH

Portrush has been the home to some very well-known people. This topic looks at all sorts of people who were from Portrush, or
who were important in its development. We will also take a look at our most famous visitors. Most importantly, we will look at
the schools that have educated all the people of Portrush for over 150 years!

Town Hall
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W.R. Knox

when a call came, Joe and his brothers
used to act as runners, dressed in
white coats, knocking up the crew as
the traditional method of alerting the
crew by firing two maroon rockets was
banned.
Mr. W.R. Knox was chairman of Portrush
Urban Council on 28 occasions
between 1932 and 1968. Returning after
the Second World War he topped
the poll in the election for councillors
to Portrush Urban District Council.
A leading figure in many aspects of
life throughout Northern Ireland, he
was the acknowledged Father of the
Council at the time he retired from
local government in 1973. An active
member of the British Legion he served
as chairman of Portrush Royal British
Legion Branch for many years.

Mr William R. Knox was one of the best
known and respected residents of
Portrush during his lifetime. He served
during the First World War and was
awarded the Military Medal which was
for “acts of gallantry and devotion
to duty under fire”. The medal was
presented to him on 3rd May 1919 by
Miss Watt, the Chairman of Portrush
Urban District Council, at the request
of the War Office. Mr Knox was the
proprietor of a Grocery Shop on Main
Street and the adjacent Guest House.
William R. Knox first joined the reserve
crew of Portrush R.N.L.I. Lifeboat in
1932 and went on to become Station
Honorary Secretary in 1938. The war
took him away from home, but his wife
filled his place; she is one of the few
women to have contributed to the
lifeboat service in this way.
In 1945, William Knox returned from the
war to continue as Honorary Secretary
until 1974; he was awarded the gold
badge in 1967 and Honorary Life
Governorship of the Institution in 1974.
When William retired it was his son,
Joe, who took over the office.
Portrush lifeboatmen lived close down
by the harbour and, during the war,

Sir Charles Lanyon

Born in Eastbourne in 1813 to John
Jenkinson Lanyon, a purser in the Royal
Navy, and Catherine Anne Mortimer,
following his education, he became an
apprentice civil engineer with Jacob
Owen in Portsmouth. When Owen was
made senior Engineer and Architect of
the Irish Board of Works and moved to
Dublin, Lanyon followed.
In 1835 he married Owen’s daughter,
Elizabeth Helen. They had ten
children, including Sir William Owen
Lanyon, an army officer and colonial
administrator. Charles Lanyon was
County Surveyor in Kildare briefly,
before moving on to Antrim in 1836. He
remained County Surveyor of Antrim
until 1860, during which time he was
responsible for the now famous Antrim
Coast Road and the Frosses tree-lined
sections of road.
Elected Mayor of Belfast in 1862, and
Conservative MP for the city between
1865 and 1868, he was knighted in 1868
and served on the Select Committee
on Scientific Instruction, which laid the
groundwork for the Education Act for
Universal Education of 1871.
He lost his seat in Westminster,
but became a councillor in Belfast
Town Council from 1861 to 1871. From
1862 to 1886 he was Belfast Harbour
Commissioner. He served as Deputy
Lieutenant for County Antrim and was
appointed High Sheriff of Antrim in 1876.
He was also a Justice of the Peace for
many years.

Sir Charles Lanyon was the renowned
architect responsible for the design
of Portrush Town Hall. Originally called
The Assembly Rooms it opened in 1872
and was greeted with admiration and
enthusiasm. Sir Charles was a partner
in the firm of distinguished Belfast
architects, Lanyon, Lynn & Lanyon
who were responsible for many fine
buildings across the Province including
Queen’s University, Belfast, Crumlin
Road Gaol & Courthouse, Belfast and
Ballymoney Courthouse.
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Lanyon lived at ‘The Abbey’ a grand
house in Whiteabbey, which eventually
became a sanitorium during World
War I and is now part of Whiteabbey
Hospital. He died there on 31 May 1889
and is buried in Knockbreda Cemetery.

History of Schooling
Prior to the introduction of National
Schools in 1831 Irish children had to
attend fee paying, charity, charter,
subscription or hedge schools to
receive a primary education. Only the
wealthier sections of society could
afford fee paying schools so the
provision of education for all other
children was dependent upon funding
provided by persons and organisations
of a philanthropic nature.
In 1831, Edward Stanley, Chief Secretary
for Ireland, in a letter to Augustus
FitzGerald, 3rd Duke of Leinster,
outlined the new state-supported
system of primary education (this letter
remains today the legal basis of the
system). The two legal pillars of the
national school system were to be (i)
children of all religious denominations
to be taught together in the same
school, with (ii) separate religious
instruction. There was to be no hint of
proselytism in this new school system.
The new system, initially well supported
by the religious denominations,
quickly lost support of the Churches.
However, the population showed great
enthusiasm and flocked to attend
these new national schools. In the
second half of the nineteenth century,
first the Catholic Church, and later
the Protestant churches conceded
to the state, and accepted the “all
religious denominations together”
legal position. Where possible, parents
sent their children to a national school
under the local management of their
particular Church. The result was that
by the end of the nineteenth century
the system had become increasingly
denominational, with individuals
choosing to attend schools primarily
catering to children of their own
religion.

War Memorial
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Sir James Craig

The first Prime Minister of Northern
Ireland after the partition of Ireland
on 3rd May 1921 as the result of the
Government of Ireland Act of 1920 was
Sir James Craig, who visited Portrush
in November 1922 to unveil the Portrush
War Memorial which recognised the
tragic sacrifice made by local men
during the Great War. After the Second
World War, the names of those who
lost their lives in that conflict were
added. More on the World Wars and
how they affected Portrush as well as
the War Memorial are included in Topic
10.
Anthony Desmond Lovell DSO
& Bar, DFC and American DFC

Mark Street School
Around 1850 a school was added to the
rear of the Presbyterian Church and
this was rebuilt in 1861 when the Manse
was added.

Anthony Desmond Lovell DSO & Bar,
DFC & Bar and American DFC was born
on 9th August 1919 in Portrush, County
Antrim and joined the Royal Air Force
in November 1937. He became a Fighter
Ace during World War 2 flying Spitfires
and was awarded the Distinguished
Flying Cross on 26 November 1940.
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His citation states: “This officer
has flown continuously on active
operations against the enemy since
war began. He has shown a fine
fighting spirit and has led his flight and
on occasions his squadron with great
courage, coolness and determination.
He has destroyed seven enemy
aircraft.” On 10 February 1942 he was
awarded a Bar to the Distinguished
Flying Cross as acting Squadron
Leader commanding with No. 145
Squadron RAF. His citation states: “This
officer is a fearless and skilful fighter
pilot. His keenness to engage the
enemy, combined with fine leadership,
both in the air and on the ground have
set an inspiring example. In November
1941 Lovell shot down a Junkers Ju 88
some 35 miles off the Yorkshire coast.
In January 1942 in the same area
and in difficult weather conditions
he intercepted another Junkers Ju
88 and shot it down into the sea.
This officer has personally destroyed
at least 11 hostile aircraft and has
damaged others.” He was awarded
the Distinguished Service Order on
30 October 1942 as Squadron Leader
commanding a fighter squadron
during the Battle of Malta. His citation
states “This officer is an outstanding
squadron commander who has played
a considerable part in the defence of
Malta. One day in October 1942 he led
his squadron in an attack against six
Junkers Ju 88s escorted by a number
of fighters.
In the combat, Squadron Leader Lovell
shot down a Junkers Ju 88 bringing
his total victories to nine. On many
occasions his skilful leadership has
enabled his squadron to intercept
enemy air formations bent on
attacking Malta. This officer’s gallantry
and determination have set an
example worthy of the highest praise.”
His success as an Air Ace is recorded
as 16 enemy aircraft destroyed,
6 shared destroyed, 2 probably
destroyed, 9 damaged, 4 shared
damaged and 1 destroyed on the
ground accomplished during 5
operational tours. Tragically Lovell
was killed on 17 August 1945 when he
crashed into a field adjoining Old
Sarum airfield having lost altitude
whilst doing acrobatics in a Spitfire
Mark XII (serial number “EN234”).

Station Square
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Berkeley Deane Wise

Sharman Dermott Neill
Sharman D. Neill is the maker’s name
shown on the iconic long case clock
which stood in the concourse of
Portrush Railway Station from 1892
until its closure in the 1970’s. Sharman
D. Neill was a watch & clock making,
silversmiths and jewellers business
active from 1884 at Donegall Place,
Belfast.

Berkeley Deane Wise, born 1855, was
the Chief Engineer for the Belfast &
Northern Counties Railway from 1888
to 1906. Best remembered in Portrush
for his iconic railway station of 1892
and, with Charles Lanyon, the Northern
Counties Hotel he was a renowned
engineer who made a significant
contribution to railway systems and,
through his innovative designs and
work, to Victorian tourism in the North
of Ireland.

Amongst his other works were the Tram
Depot in Portstewart, The Gobbins
Cliff Path at Islandmagee, The café,
bridges, walks and viewing points
in Glenariff Glen and Whitehead
Promenade & Blackhead Path.
Following what was described as ‘a
serious breakdown in health’, Wise
moved in 1906 to live with his sister,
Mrs Harding, at 18 Salisbury Terrace in
Portrush. There was little improvement
in his condition and he died there on
5 May 1909, in sight of one of his best
buildings, Portrush Railway Station.
Emperor Pedro II of Brazil

Above: The long case clock standing
in the Grand Concourse of Portrush
Railway Station
The clock is reputed to be the tallest
“grandfather clock” in the world
standing 17½ feet (5.3 metres) tall with
a 3 feet (0.9 metres) diameter face
front and back, enabling it to be
read from the station concourse and
the platforms. It has an eight-day
mechanical movement with a single
weight that is wound from the face.
The maker’s name is ‘Sharman D. Neill’
of Belfast and the clock is dated 1892
on the centre wheel. The pendulum
is some 44” (1.1 metres) long and
weighs 14lbs (6.4 kg). The striking gong
weight is 40lbs (18.1 kg). The clock was
removed from the station in 1971 when
modernisation was taking place and
was rescued from scrap in 1984. It has
now been restored and returned to
Portrush. It is on display in the foyer
of Causeway Coast & Glens Council
Offices in Coleraine.

The Railway Station of 1892 replaced
an earlier station built when the
railway arrived in Portrush in 1855. It
is described as being mock Tudor
style with its expose black painted
timber beams on a white background
supported by a red brick base. With
the longest platforms (600 feet; 182.9
metres) in Ireland at that time, a
“cathedral like” General Concourse
with two Tudor Cottage style sales
kiosks and a large restaurant seating
some 300 people it was designed to
handle the thousands of passengers
arriving in and departing from
Portrush daily during the holiday
season. The Northern Counties Hotel,
built in a “French Chateau” style with
Mansard roofs was an enlargement
and complete renovation of the
Antrim Arms Hotel which had opened
in 1838. The finished hotel was one
of the finest in the United Kingdom,
providing the highest levels of luxurious
accommodation, service and cuisine.
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A visit by the monarchy to the beautiful
North Antrim coast has always been
a special occasion and the arrival of
the Emperor and Empress of Brazil on
Saturday, 7 July 1877 became another
day to remember.

The royal visitors disembarked in
Belfast at 3.45am after a rough
crossing by steamer from Barrow-inFurness. The imperial party was on
a tour of Europe and Emperor Pedro
II had insisted on bringing his large
entourage to Ireland to see the famous
Giant’s Causeway. The Brazilian consul
in Belfast, Mr. Gerald G. Bingham, met
them at Donegal Quay and escorted
them to a special train which had been
provided by the Northern Counties
Railway.
The train arrived in Portrush at 7.10am
and two open carriages, furnished by
the Antrim Arms Hotel, were waiting to
take them to the Causeway. On arrival,
the Emperor was refreshed by a cup
of coffee at Mrs. Kane’s hotel and, in
return, he presented her with a bunch
of grapes!
Boats had been arranged to take the
party to the caves but the inclement
seas made it too rough to venture
off shore. Instead, the visitors spent
the next hour and a half enjoying the
impressive views of the Causeway
stones.
Just like every other tourist, they took
home the customary souvenirs. The
Emperor bought several boxes of
“specimen stones” and he ordered 100
copies of his carte de viste, taken by a
local photographer, Daniel McKinlay,
as he posed in the spectacular setting
of Lord Antrim’s Parlour. The Empress
purchased “seaweed ornaments
and other little valuables kept solely
for tourists”. By mid-morning, the
party had returned to Portrush. They
declined the offer of lunch at the
Antrim Arms Hotel, choosing instead
to dine in an elegant waiting room
at the station. Most of Portrush had
now gathered hoping to see the
Brazilian royalty and the Emperor
greeted the large crowd and began an
unexpected walkabout.

Even so, the Victorian press were
of their time and could possibly be
compared to today’s social media in
making unsavoury and misogynistic
comments. For example, we are told
that “ladies, as usual at Portrush, were
in the ascendant. The windows in
Eglinton Terrace were filled with pretty
faces, and the bank on one side and
footpaths were thronged with girls and
buxom lassies.”
Worse still, it was stated that the
Empress was “…very small of statute,
stout and heavy and waddles along”.
Added to this, she had “a goodnatured face, but her figure would
hardly commend itself to a Britain. The
Emperor, however cannot be blamed
on the score of choice, inasmuch as
the lady was selected by proxy, a
mode of matrimonial contract hardly
popular in this country.”
The Emperor’s secretary, the Chevalier
de Macedo, was a great favourite
of the journalists and the spectators
“from the familiar way with which he
jested the juveniles on the road to
Springhill, he was supposed by many
to be the Emperor himself. He shook
hands with several of the little boys
and girls…and presented one or two
with coins. One young fellow remarked
‘Surely that must be the King’s jester.
He’s a rare one – he is!’”
The crowds followed the entourage
as they walked through the town and
surged forward in a great crush for
a final glimpse of the guests as they
returned to the station. As the train
pulled away, the streets echoed with
the noise of hundreds of people giving
three cheers as the Emperor raised his
hat in salute to Portrush.

The press were as thrilled as the
public and later filled their newspaper
columns with detailed accounts of
the royal visit. The reports were, on the
whole, complimentary. Emperor Pedro
II was described as “tall and graceful…
his eye is quick and the expression
of his countenance eloquent and
intelligent”.
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Amphitheatre
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Sir Edward Carson

In 1912, an historic speech took
place in the Pavilion at the Pleasure
Grounds where Barry’s is now seen.
Sir Edward Carson, who was one of
the main leaders for the unionists
and a powerful spokesperson and
founding member of the Ulster Unionist
Party, spoke against the threat of
Home Rule in Ireland. 4,000 unionists
crowded round to hear him speak
in one of the last major events seen
by the WIntergardens Pavilion. He is
commemorated in the larger-thanlife statue erected outside Stormont’s
steps during his own lifetime, given
a British State funeral and buried
in St. Anne’s Cathedral, in Belfast .
The statue represents the idea that
Northern Ireland was his creation.
More on the Pleasure Grounds and
Barry’s are included later in this topic.

James Nesbitt OBE

North Pier
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HM Queen Elizabeth II

James Nesbitt OBE is perhaps the
most recent example of a local star
as he grew up working in Barry’s as
a bingo caller, and occasionally a
brakeman for the ‘Big Dipper’. The
widely renowned actor and presenter
was born in Ballymena and grew up in
Coleraine but spent much of his time
in Portrush. His acting career started
at the Riverside Theatre and he left his
degree in French at Ulster Polytechnic
(now Ulster University) to pursue acting
and has starred along names such as
Liam Neeson, Ian McKellen, Orlando
Bloom and Martin Freeman; among
others .
He began his break from theatre with
Cold Feet, which he suggested film
some of its scenes for the third season
in Portrush and, in particular, at Barry’s
Amusements . He has featured in many
films and TV dramas which incorporate
Northern Ireland or Irish characters
and famously played the dwarf ‘Bofur’
in the iconic Hobbit trilogy.

Possibly Portrush’s most influential
visitor was Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth II when she visited in HM
Royal Yacht Britannia following a long
tradition of warships being welcomed
to the port on courtesy visits during the
earlier years of the twentieth century
by the Royal Navy. Her Majesty visited
in 1977 as part of her Silver Jubilee
celebratory trip to Northern Ireland
and then came later in 2016 as a tour
of the Causeway coast and took part
in a lunch at Royal Portrush Golf Club
where “the lunch was attended by
120 guests to celebrate the voluntary
and selfless service of citizens in the
Borough” . She lunched again at Royal
Portrush Golf Club in 2019 during a visit
to Northern Ireland.
Admiral of the Fleet Andrew
Browne Cunningham

The actor has won many awards
and is a keen supporter of Coleraine
Football Club, making a large donation
to the club in 2003 when it was close to
bankruptcy. Also in 2003 he received an
honorary degree of Doctor of Letters
(D Litt) from the University of Ulster for
Services to Drama and was appointed
Chancellor of Ulster University in 2010.
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In June 1930 Admiral of the Fleet
Andrew Browne Cunningham, 1st
Viscount Cunningham of Hyndhope,
KT, GCB, OM, DSO & Two Bars
visited Portush as Captain of HMS
Rodney, one of the most powerful
battleships in the world at that time.
As part of a round of social events
during this courtesy visit he was
invited to officially open and name
a new street in Portrush – Rodney
Street. In the Second World War, as
Commander-in-Chief, Mediterranean
Fleet, Cunningham led British naval
forces to victory in several critical
Mediterranean naval battles. In 1943,
Cunningham was promoted to First
Sea Lord, the professional head of the
Royal Navy, a position he held until his
retirement in 1946.
Richard Branson

In an unplanned visit in 1987,
Richard Branson, the wealthy British
businessman, and fellow entrepreneur
and adventurer, Per Lindstrand, were
brought into Portrush from the Irish
Sea by the Royal Navy after their hot
air balloon, the ‘Virgin Atlantic Flyer’,
became uncontrollable during their
attempt at the first trans-Atlantic trip
in a hot air balloon. The balloon was
approximately 21 storeys high and
reached reported speeds of up to
130mph at 27,000 feet. Thankfully, both
men survived the experience relatively
unscathed, although Lindstrand had to
endure two hours in the freezing water.

Mary Murphy

Recreation Grounds
(Southern Gate) 6
Captain Shutt M.C.
Captain Shutt Gardens in Portrush are
named after Captain W. R. Shutt, who
was the Sports Officer for Portrush,
later becoming Tourist Information
& Sports Officer, and the first man to
bring fireworks displays to Portrush.
His nickname was ‘Tiny Shutt’, even
though he was over 6ft and “built
proportionately”!

Mary Murphy was also known as the
‘Portrush Giantess’ and was born in
Portrush in 1673. She stood at 7’2” (2.2m),
which is tall even for today’s standards.
The average height for a man at the
time was around 1.7m (approx. 5’6”),
so Miss Murphy would have been
quite the anomaly as a woman!
She is reported to have had a “very
handsome face” and an exceptional
figure so that she had many suitors
from near and far. One of her suitors
was a hermit called MacGilladhu (or
‘Black’) who lived in Portcoon cave at
the Giant’s Causeway.
Mary married a French fisherman
and sailed off with him, leaving her
spurned lover to fall sick and die of
a broken heart. Meanwhile Mary
became somewhat famous and her
new husband advertised her as the
‘Portrush Giantess’, even presenting her
to King William III and Queen Mary II in
London, where she sang and danced
an Irish jig. By 1701, she was reported
to be in Montpellier in France as an
exhibition in fairs, and little is known
of her
after this.

Captain Shutt took the position in
1923 and was a popular face around
Portrush in his position for over 40
years. He retired in November 1965. He
was paid a salary of £5 per week in
1923, increasing to £6 in 1925.

His responsibilities included the
running of the Recreation Grounds,
organising bowling and tennis
tournaments and promoting Portrush
generally. In later years he introduced
Military Tattoos, Fireworks Displays,
Fancy Dress Carnivals, Band Concerts
and many other entertainments. At the
first fireworks display after the Second
World War a crowd of over 14,000 filled
the Recreation Grounds and Ramore
Head.
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Fancy Dress carnivals were so popular
during the fifties that the head of the
parade could fill the length of the
Main Street. Judging of the various
“Classes” for children and adults and
the presentation of prizes took place
in the Recreation Grounds and always
attracted a big crowd of spectators.

One newspaper in 1964 recorded how
the Portrush population of 4,200 would
grow to 14,000 in the summer- not
including those who stayed in tents or
caravans! A highlight of the summer
season was the Annual Hardcourt
tennis tournament, which had 691
entries in 1938 - the highest for a
tournament in Ireland at the time.
Captain Shutt was described as a
“jovial sportsman” himself, and this
is reflected in the wide range of
tournaments and events he planned.
An outdoor wresting tournament was
held in July 1964, and the year before,
the famous Harlem Globetrotters
basketball side held an outdoor
show . The weather played into their
hands, and Capt. Shutt described it
as “so calm and still they were able
to play table tennis out of doors”.
He did sometimes find himself
rather frustrated with his organising
responsibilities, and once told the
Belfast Telegraph, “Have you ever tried
to plan the seating for nearly 1,100
people round a ring constructed on
tennis courts?”
Captain Shutt had served in the First
World War and was awarded the
Military Cross (M.C.) in recognition of
“an act or acts of exemplary gallantry
during active operations against the
enemy on land”. Prior to the Second

World War he was appointed as
the Civil Defence Deputy District
Controller for Counties Antrim and
Londonderry, the duties of which
included organising local Civil Defence
measures, giving talks on safety during
air raids and making sure everyone
was prepared for the anticipated
bombing by the German Airforce,
the Luftwaffe, and the possibility of
invasion by the German army. He had
many interests including yachting – he
was Commodore of Portrush Yacht
Club for many years, the Sea Cadet
Corps and gardening.

and hand stitch.” Her work has
been published, televised, exhibited
internationally and is held in private
and public collections worldwide
including the permanent Textile
Collection of the famous Victoria &
Albert Museum in London. Locally, she
worked with local pupils of St Joseph’s
College and Coleraine College to
create a piece inspired by Barry’s
Amusements in Portrush to display at
Coleraine Causeway Hospital. Frankie
has been an ‘Artist in Residence’ for
the Education Boards and Arts Council
of Northern Ireland for over 20 years
and offers a wide range of workshops
and short courses as well as providing
commissions and originals.

Lord Mark Robert Kerr

Lord Mark Robert Kerr was born on 12
November 1776, the third son of General
William Kerr, 5th Marquis of Lothian,
and of his wife, Elizabeth Fortescue of
Dromisken, the daughter of the M.P.
Chichester Fortescue. He was a first
cousin of the Duke of Wellington. His
surname is more properly pronounced
“Carr”.
A career naval officer he rose to the
rank of Vice Admiral. He married
Charlotte Macdonnell, the third
daughter of the Marquis of Antrim on
18 July 1799, who had inherited half of
her family’s Antrim Estate including
the town of Portrush. Lord Mark thus
became a man of considerable
influence, thankfully beneficial, in
the town. He is remembered today in
several of the town’s principal streets,
Mark Street, Kerr Street, Bath Street,
Bath Terrace and Bath Road. He is
known to have taken a great interest
in his wife’s estate in which Portrush
was the second largest town. He
visited regularly and made many fine
sketches for he was a skilled artist and
a trained surveyor.
Early indications of his concern for the
welfare of the townspeople included
the granting of sites for churches and
in 1834 the building of a bath house
which was to remain an important
establishment in an age when only the
wealthy could afford running water in
their houses let alone baths.

The Bath House was, through time,
acquired by the Northern Counties
Hotel whose owners enlarged it and
provided a variety of hot and cold
bathing treatments in fresh or sea
water. The building became a garage
for Hotel and hotel customer vehicles
as baths became more common in
hotels and a separate bath house
was no longer required. Sadly it fell
into disrepair in the middle of the
last century but was brought back
into use during the 1970’s as Portrush
Countryside Centre, now renamed as
The Coastal Zone.

Antrim Gardens

Adrian Margey and
Evana Bjourson
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Frankie Creith Art
‘Portrush Gallery’ at the corner of Mark
Street in Portrush is the studio and
gallery space of artists Adrian Margey
and Evana Bjourson. They have very
different art styles, as Evana focusses
on likeness portraits and works mainly
in chalk pastel and pencil, frequently
working on private commissions. Her
education focussed on architecture,
and she claims that this history
in dynamic perspective helps her
interpret her subject to paper.
Frankie Creith Hill is a Portrush-based
artist who has a studio on Bath Street
called ‘North Coast Gallery’. She grew
up in Bushmills and graduated from
the art school of Ulster University
Belfast. She describes her art style as
“best known for [her] ‘mixed-media
textile’ work which incorporates
fabrics, papers, paint, inks, wax, resin
and all manner of media through
collage, fusing, layering, and finally
embellishing with both free machine
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Adrian, on the other hand, has a
bold art style which merges modern
and traditional art, incorporating
bold colours and strong shapes and
often holding exhibitions across the
country. His work is inspired by the Irish
Impressionists and time spent in South
America and is held in exhibitions and
collections around the world. Belfast
Telegraph hailed him as “one of the
rising stars of a new generation of
Ulster artists”.

Portrush National
Nature Reserve 8
John Playfair FRSE FRS

John Playfair was a Church of
Scotland Minister and also a renowned
mathematician and professor of
natural philosophy at the University of
Edinburgh. Born on 10th March 1748 at
Benvie, Forfarshire, Scotland he was a
friend and supporter of James Hutton,
an Edinburgh natural philosopher, who
had put forward a theory that some
rocks once existed in a molten state.
This theory went against the thinking of
that time which was based on the work
of Abraham Gottlob Werner, a lecturer
in the Freiberg Mining Academy.
Werner believed that all rocks
were formed by crystallization or
precipitation from a primeval ocean.
His views were revolutionary but
influential and he garnered great
support from around the world. He
and his supporters were known as
“Neptunists”, so called because they
believed all rocks were formed in
the oceans, the realm of the Roman
God of the sea, Neptune. Hutton and
his supporters became known as
“Plutonists” or “Vulcanists”, after the
Roman gods of the underworld, Pluto,
and of fire, Vulcan respectively.
In 1786 rocks containing ammonites
were discovered in Portrush on a
section of the eastern side of the
Ramore Head peninsula. These dark
grey and black rocks were identified by
natural philosophers (learned scholars
engaged in the philosophical study of
nature and the physical universe that
was dominant before the development
of modern science) as basalts.

Neptunists immediately argued that
if, as Vulcanists claimed, basalts
were solidified lava flows how could
living creatures have survived the
extreme heat of molten rock, and they
appeared to have won the debate.
However, soon after Hutton’s death
in 1797 John Playfair saw samples
of the famous “Portrush Rocks”
and having visited the site in 1802
correctly identified the fossil bearing
rock as a hornfels, an early Jurassic
mudstone baked by its close proximity
to a massive sill of molten dolerite
immediately beneath. The result
was a rock superficially resembling
basalt. This view was later upheld by
influential observers and has prevailed
ever since.
The eastern shore of Ramore Head
thus became the last battleground
between the Neptunists and the
Plutonists with the latter claiming
victory. In many respects it can be said
that geology as a science was born
from that moment of victory. This site
in Portrush is one of the most culturally
significant places in international
geology and has been described as a
“pilgrimage” site for geologists due to
its historic and unique contributions
to science. It is rightly both an Area of
Special Scientific Interest (ASSI) and a
National Nature Reserve (NNR).
(Note: FRSE – Fellow of the Royal
Society of Edinburgh; FRS – Fellow of
the Royal Society of London)

Holy Trinity Church
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Holy Trinity Church Schools
In 1853 Holy Trinity Church established
both a Girls’ School and a Boys’ School
close to the Church. The girls’ school
is now the Parish (or Parochial) Rooms
to the front of the Church, the boys’,
closed in 1896, was on the site of the
Belfast Banking Company building on
the other side of Church Pass.
A Street Directory of 1877 records six
schools in Portrush – No. 1 National
School (Mr McLaughlin, teacher); No. 2
National School (Mr Porter, teacher &
Miss Clarke, assistant); No. 3 National
School (Mr Moonan, teacher); Female
National School (Miss Hughes, teacher);
Infant National School (Miss Bradley,
teacher: and Methodist School (Mr
Thompson, Teacher).
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Causeway Street at
Arcadia Steps 10
Methodist School 1831

In 1830 the renowned Methodist
scholar and preacher Dr Adam Clarke
had decided to return from Great
Britain to his native shores: in particular
to Portstewart. He was pivotal in the
decision to establish six schools in
places around Coleraine where no
“school … existed or where any class
of religious people was making any
attempt to educate the poor”.
One of the locations chosen was
Portrush, of which Dr Clarke later wrote
“… the Port Rush district seemed to be
the most destitute of all …..”. The school
was established in 1831 but without a
building in which to meet. Teaching
was undertaken in the open air,
indeed in a “place digged (sic) out of
a sand-hill, though dismal, cold and in
every sense, improper!” This was in the
depths of a severe winter.
Fortunately a prominent resident of the
town, Mr Hugh Bellas, offered the use
of his parlour and the adjoining room
until somewhere more suitable could
be found. Thirty children were admitted
to the school in January 1831. By March
1831 this number had increased to sixty
and a separate house was rented to
accommodate the school.
Dr Clarke visited the school in April 1831
and remarked upon the “miraculous
change” he noted in the children who
were now “all behaving with the utmost
decorum …”. This school may have been
for boys only as Dr Clarke records that
he had some discussion with “some
ladies in the place” but was unable to
find the means to set up a
female school.
Dr Clarke had petitioned Lord Mark
Kerr, the principal landlord in Portrush,
asking him to grant a plot of land on
which to build a chapel and schoolhouse. His petition was successful

and work commenced in 1832. Funding
came mainly from local people – The
Hon. Miss Sophia Ward, Miss E. Birch,
Miss Rebecca Rice and Mr Stephen
Bennet. Dr Clarke visited the building
works in June 1832 despite being very
ill. This was to be his last visit to the
town as he returned to England shortly
thereafter and passed away on 26th
August 1832.
Shortly before his death he received
a report from Mr James Devers, the
master of Portrush school, stating
that out of a roll of 100 pupils the
average attendance was 74 and that
the pupils “ .. are all remarkably well
behaved and make great progress in
learning”. The building was completed
and described in detail by Rev. Elijah
Hoole who inspected it on behalf of
the “Missionary Committee of the
Methodist Church” to whom it had
passed after the death of Dr Clarke.
He found it to be impressive as both a
Chapel for worship and a school.
Reverend Dr. Adam Clarke

to receive this degree of approval. In
1790 he was appointed Superintendent
in Dublin, a position regarded as the
senior in all Ireland.
Clarke was a man of exceptional
ability and in 1795 he was appointed
to London. His scholarly reputation
continued to grow and in 1802 he was
asked to help decipher the Rosetta
Stone, which was eventually found to
contain the key to the understanding
of Egyptian hieroglyphics.
In 1806 he was elected for the first time
to the Presidency of the Methodist
Conference and in the same year was
appointed a member of the committee
of the British and Foreign Bible Society.
He helped in the preparation of Arabic,
Syriac and Greek language Bibles and
also advocated the printing of the
Bible in Irish.
It had become a habit of Dr. Clarke’s,
on each of his excursions to Ireland, to
visit his boyhood haunts. He did so in
1816 and again in 1823 and in about 1830
decided to settle in Portstewart when
he retired.

In April 1831, Adam Clarke himself visited
the schools. From the description in
his journal the people and children of
Portrush had undergone a miraculous
change under the influence of the
school and its schoolmaster/ preacher.
The children were clean, even to their
bare feet; all eighty of them, about
equal numbers of boys and girls;
and they were “all behaving with the
utmost decorum . . . wicked words
are no longer heard, and decency of
behaviour is everywhere observable ...
“. This change was attested by “some
of the principal inhabitants” who bore
witness “to the great good . .. produced
by this school not solely among the
children but also among their parents.”
The building of a new school was
begun in the spring of 1832 and despite
illness, Dr. Clarke visited it — the only
one of the schools his illness allowed
him to.
Reverend Jonathan Simpson

In 1830, about the time he was thinking
of returning to his native shore, he
was implored by Mr. Harpur, the
Superintendent at Coleraine, to help in
the education and provision for people
in the area. All things came together
and it was decided to establish six
schools in places around Coleraine
where no “school... existed or where
any class of religious people was
making any attempt to educate the
poor.”
Dr. Clarke wrote . . .
Adam Clarke was a native of Moybeg,
near Maghera, but in 1779 lived
at Cappagh close to Flowerfield
House in Portstewart. Following his
conversion to faith in God, Adam
Clarke preached in the immediate
area. He had been apprenticed to a
Coleraine draper called Bennett but,
in 1782, on the recommendation of the
Superintendent of the Londonderry
circuit, he was invited to England, by
John Wesley, to take up training and
in September of that year became
a Methodist preacher. He was to
serve only eleven months probation,
less than one quarter of the usual
period, before being accepted into
“Full Connexion”, the youngest man

“... the Port Rush district seemed to be
the most destitute of all, and therefore
I begged the Rev. S. Harpur to procure
for me a proper teacher for a school
in that place; and as the excellent
persons who had wished me to enter
into this labor of love, desired me, if
possible, to procure Methodist Local
Preachers as teachers of the schools,
in order that they might by their
qualifications be capable instructors
of the children, and by their grace
and endowments be no less able to
spread religious knowledge among the
parents; — I entreated Mr. H. to look for
men suitable in all these respects . . .
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In 1842 the Rev. Jonathan Simpson of
Aghadowey was invited to become
the first minister of Portrush. He was a
young man, ordained just two years
previously, and he later admitted
that it was with reluctance that
he accepted the call. He found at
Portrush a congregation of around
250, a debt of just over £64 and no
church. A start had been made on
a building but the money ran out,
leaving about two feet of brickwork.
The nearby Methodist meeting house/
schoolroom was used for worship, the
building being shared with two other
denominations.

Jonathan Simpson first preached
there on Christmas Day 1842 and it is
recorded that the collection on that
first Sunday amounted to one shilling
and three and a half pence (about
seven and a half pence in modern
money).
Presbyterians were to continue to have
their services in the Methodist church
hall for four years, but on 22 June 1843
Mr. Simpson sailed for America from
where many messages of support had
been received. In the course of a year’s
preaching tour, Mr. Simpson visited 22
states in the US and Canada, covering
more than 7,000 miles and raising £1,150.
In September 1844 the fledgling
Portrush congregation entered its
new church free of debt. Over the
next few years Mr. Simpson returned
to America three times, as a result of
which a manse, school/lecture hall and
teacher’s house were provided. The
church building was then more than
doubled in size in 1861 to cope with
increasing congregations.
A powerful man of God, Jonathan
Simpson was also somewhat eccentric
in his ways and many tales are told
of his unusual manner of preaching
and praying. He was once heard to
murmur with some irritation: “Lord,
this is too much!” when a sudden
shower of hail struck the windows of
the church just as he was praying for
a good harvest. He was known to go
into a detailed description of someone
he was praying for so that the Lord
might know exactly to whom he was
referring!
A strong swimmer, he saved around a
dozen lives from drowning in both sea
and river in the course of his life and
will always be remembered with great
gratitude in Portrush for the campaign
he waged to have the lifeboat retained
at the port in 1863. He eventually
became the Portrush Lifeboat Station
honorary secretary (operations
manager) for 30 years, winning several
awards. Despite seafaring exploits
with the lifeboat - he went out as often
as he could - he is said to have been
a poor sailor. This did not stop him
capping his four transatlantic trips
with a voyage round the world when
he was 76! His many adventures are
related in a fascinating autobiography
Annals of My Life published when he
was in his eighties.

Rev. Simpson ministered in Portrush
with much success for 50 years. He
never married and retired in 1890. On 22
December 1900 he passed away in the
manse at the age of 84.
Extracted from “Portrush – The Port
on the promontory” by Mr Hugh
McGrattan 2015
©Hugh McGrattan & Portrush Heritage
Group

Promenade at
Ladies’ Bathing
Beach 11
Rebecca Rice

Leasing a piece of unused land known
as Craigvara from Lord Antrim she
proceeded to build several fine houses
on it including Old Rockryan, now
demolished. She also built Craigvara
House and Strandmore House and the
great wall between it and the sea. She
planned, financed and supervised the
construction of the first promenade
from the East Strand to the Salmon
Fishery as a relief scheme for local
fishermen during hard times. She
started a Sunday School and singing
classes and brought a teacher, John
Matthews, from Coleraine to be the
teacher. She also helped to fund a
school for boys and girls.
Rebecca Rice died on 16th January 1874
and was much missed and lamented
by all. She bequeathed the bulk of her
estate to many local charities.
John F Kennedy

Miss Rebecca Rice was the daughter
of the owner of some fine sailing ships
and also a salt manufactory who
employed a great many local people.
His ships sailed far and wide, the last
being a brig captained by his son
which was lost near Stornaway with
all hands. Consequently when her
father died Rebecca Rice inherited
his considerable fortune. She is
remembered as one of the most
philanthropic ladies of her time.
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On the other end of the political
spectrum, Strandmore House had a
remarkable visit in August 1940 as John
Fitzgerald Kennedy, (later to become
President of the United States,) and
his father, Joseph, arrived to visit the
house and the owners, the Boltons. The
Boltons were the Captains of Royal
Portrush Golf Club and the Lady’s
Branch, as well as Mrs Bolton being a
golfer who represented Great Britain
and Ireland against America. Dr. Bolton

and JFK shared a mutual friend and
at the time, Joseph Kennedy was the
American Ambassador to Britain and
made sure to stop off in Strandmore
where his daughter had stayed some
years previously. Please note, the
site of Strandmore House is now a
development of private dwellings.
The Undertones

The Undertones, visited and performed
in the Arcadia in Portrush a week
before the release of their hit ‘Teenage
Kicks’. Many famous and popular
bands of the 20th Century performed
in Portrush at the Palladium Ballroom
(Now visible as the hall for St. Patrick’s
Church opposite), the Arcadia, and the
Wintergardens Pavilion in the Pleasure
Gardens beside the Railway Station.

In 1953 Bert Blundell, an English
entrepreneur opened a new ballroom
as an extension to the Arcadia
Café. That summer The Dave Glover
Orchestra became the resident band.
They were an immediate hit and would
remain as the resident summer band
for the next decade. In 1956 Dave
introduced a 20 minute “show” into the
act where band members dressed up
and performed sketches and skits. He
changed the name of the orchestra
to the Dave Glover Showband and,
in doing so, created a new genre of
entertainment. The ballroom and its
resident band attracted thousands
of people from across Ireland and
further afield and gained the name
“The Ballroom of Romance”. In those
days bands normally played from 9.00
pm to 1.00 am and the skills of dancing
were learned by everyone. It was in the
Arcadia that many romances began
with “boy meeting girl” and leading, in
many cases, to marriage.

On one memorable night in the 1980s
Dave and his band played to a packed
house in the ballroom of the Northern
Counties Hotel. This was his last gig in
Portrush.

The band split in 1963 and Dave Glover
left the Arcadia. He soon put together
a new line up and the Dave Glover
Showband took to the road touring
widely throughout Ireland, across
England and playing in Irish Clubs
abroad. By 1964 Dave had married
Muriel Day and in 1965 she joined the
band as a vocalist. In 1967 the band
undertook their second tour of North
America playing for three weeks
across the northeast of the USA
and Canada.

Victoria Street

Dave Glover

Dave Glover was a band leader and
trumpet player who put the Arcadia
Ballroom and Portrush on the musical
map during the 1950s. Born in Belfast
in 1925 Dave grew up in a musical
family and played with various concert
bands and groups. In 1947 he started
his professional career as a trumpet
player with the Bruce Robinson
Orchestra, the resident band in the
then famous Floral Hall in Belfast. In
1948 he left the orchestra and formed
a four piece group which played
functions and dinner dances in Belfast
before taking the big plunge in late
1952 when he formed his own 14 piece
orchestra which was listed in adverts
for the band as the “resident band in
the Midland Hotel in Belfast”.

In 1971 Muriel and Dave split up and
the Dave Glover Showband ceased to
be although Dave set up a jazz band
and continued to play well into his 80s.
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On 27th April 2009 Dave Glover passed
away but his legend lives on in
Portrush where he is remembered with
great fondness by many people.
Portrush Cottage School 1833
In 1833 Miss Rebecca paid for and
financially supported a school for
girls housed in a circular cottage
with thatched roof on her own land
beside Craigvara Terrace. Known
as the Portrush Cottage school its
teacher was Jane Hannah and she
had twenty-four pupils, mainly of the
Established & Presbyterian faiths and
two Roman Catholics.
The Ordnance Survey Memoirs of
1835 record several schools in and
around Portrush, all within the Parish
of Ballywillan. Portrush Male & Female
School held in the Methodist Chapel
having 58 male and 30 female pupils of
all faiths. The master is George Kevan,
a Methodist. Portrush Cottage School
having 24 female pupils. Ballywillin
Parish School and Loguestown Day
School already mentioned.
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Kelly Memorial School 1893
In 1893 the Earl of Antrim was asked
for a site on which a new Church of
Ireland school might be built. Ground
behind Sandy Row (now Dunluce
Avenue) was granted and a new
school for both girls and boys was built
thereon, the Vestry having agreed to
give up the site of the existing Boys
School. The new school opened would
be named “The Kelly Memorial School”
in memory of the previous Rector, Dr
J. E. Kelly and would accommodate
both girls and boys. The adjacent
house was built at the same time as
the “Teacher’s Residence” presumably
for the Teacher in charge. This school
is now the site of the Church Hall on
Victoria Street although little or none
of the original school remains, having
been rebuilt on at least two occasions
since the 1957 when its use as a day
school ceased.

A Street Directory of 1901 records
details for only three schools in
Portrush - Mark Street National
School (W. J. Porter, principal; Miss
Porter, Miss M. Porter, assistants;
Miss Edith Porter and Miss A. Ritchie,
monitors); Female National School
(Mr. McClatchie, principal) and Roman
Catholic National School (Miss Harvey,
principal).

Royal Portrush
Golf Club

Mark Ashton

Douglas Bader, Carl
Frampton, Gareth McAuley,
Tiger Woods, Brooks Koepka,
Gary Player, Tom Watson and
Rory McIlroy.

Portrush Primary
School 13
Portrush Primary School 1956

During the 1950’s the Antrim County
Council Education Board planned a
new school for Portrush which would
replace the Mark Street and Kelly
Memorial schools. A site was identified
along Crocnamac Road part of the
original County Golf Club course.
On 13th June 1956 His Excellency The
Lord Wakehurst KC MG, Governor of
Northern Ireland, laid the foundation
stone for the new school and Portrush
County Primary School welcomed its
first pupils in 1959.
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Mark Ashton was another Portrush
icon who moved to London in 1978 and
pioneered gay rights activism during
the 1980s. He was the co-founder
of Lesbians and Gays Support the
Miners (LGSM) during the miners’
strikes of 1984 and was also heavily
involved in politics, becoming the
general secretary of the Young
Communist League. He was described
as a “firecracker of a human being”
and sadly died at 26 due to a HIV/
AIDS-related illness. Since, his work
has been commemorated in many
charities, a movie featuring Bill Nighy,
Imelda Staunton and Andrew Scott.
The film; Pride, released in 2014, stars
Ben Schnetzer as Mark Ashton and
has won many international awards.
His name has also been honoured on
a blue plaque in London, a garden in
Paris, numerous charities and a song
which reached no. 28 on the British
Charts called ‘For a Friend’ by the
Communards.

Causeway School
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St Patrick’s Primary School
The Parish School building was built
in 1855 and a parochial house in 1859,
followed by a teacher’s residence, all
in the same stone and style as the
Church.
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Royal Portrush Golf Club has had its
fair share of famous visits with Michael
Jordan, the US basketball legend, Sir
Douglas Bader, the ace World War
2 airman who fought (and golfed)
despite having lost his legs in a flying
accident prior to the war . The Open
2019 also saw many distinguished
guests from Northern Ireland and
abroad visit Portrush, such as Carl
Frampton, the boxer, Gareth McAuley,
the Northern Irish footballer and the
biggest names in golf, such as Tiger
Woods, Brooks Koepka, Gary Player,
Tom Watson and of, course, Northern
Irish heroes Rory McIlroy and Graeme
McDowell. Not forgetting local man
Ricky Elliott who currently caddies for
Brooks Koepka.

Paul Lerwill
Gregory Gray was a musician who
gained popularity during the 1970s in
his band, The Rosetta Stone, under his
birth name Paul Lerwill. He started by
working in amusement arcades and as
a DJ in Kelly’s Nightclub Disco before
starting his music career playing in the
Northern Star Bar in Ballymoney. He
joined Rosetta Stone as a replacement
for Ian Mitchell, who played for the Bay
City Rollers. They mainly performed
covers and toured the UK, becoming
popular in Japan. After two years,
he returned to Northern Ireland and
changed his name to Gregory Gray to
distance himself from his boy-band
past. He established a post-punk

band called Perfect Crime which was
ironically able to practise in space
provided by the Dominican Convent
School in Portstewart. The band was
the supporting act to many famous
bands such as U2 and Eurythmics and
performed in massive shows across
the UK. He later did solo work and
in the late 1990s released music on
Soundcloud and YouTube under the
name Mary Cigarettes

added throughout the later decades
of the last century.
A new school opened on the site in
2008, following the demolition of the
old but the 1850 Foundation Stone and
the school clock still survive.

Ballywillan Cemetery
“Princess” Dorothea Ross 17

Ballywillin Parish School situated
near the old church, on what is now
Magherabuoy Road, was established
in 1829 according to the Ordnance
Survey Memoirs of 1835. The master was
James Greer and in 1835 he had fifteen
male and twenty female pupils, all
Presbyterian!

Mill Strand IPS

18

Mill Strand Integrated
Primary School 1987

Carnalridge Primary
School 16
Carnalridge Primary School
1850

The longest established of the Portrush
schools that are in existence today is
Carnalridge, which celebrated its 150th
anniversary in 2000. During Rev. Huey’s
ministry at Ballywillan Presbyterian
church, a new church was built in 1828
at Macilvennon West to replace the
old one.
The new church, was a bare
whitewashed two-storey building
with 16 windows and was so plain that
it was said to look more like a barn
than a church! Some time after this a
school was established in a building
adjacent to the church. In 1840 this
school was taken over by the National
School Board and in 1850 it moved to
a new site nearby and was renamed
Carnalridge National School.
The school is not actually in the
townland of Carnalridge but across
the main Portrush to Coleraine Road in
the townland of Ballywillan; apparently
it is so called because the farmer
whose land was purchased imposed a
condition requiring Carnalridge to be
the name of the school.

The ruins of the Old Ballywillan Parish
Church are believed to date back to
the late thirteenth or early fourteenth
century. The best-known headstone
there belongs to the ‘Princess of
Portrush’- Dorothea Ross. It is said
that Dorothea was the illegitimate
daughter of James II, conceived with
a farmer’s daughter from Ballymoney
during James’ campaign in Ireland
to take back his kingdom in 1689 from
King William III and Queen Mary II. She
married a merchant from Coleraine
and died quite young, possibly in
childbirth. The inscription has been
worn away and the only visible
feature is a heraldic shield. However, a
newspaper report from 1881 identifies
her name and date of death.
The old church building still visible
here is the original Holy Trinity Church
building which has since moved to
Main Street in the town.
Ballywillin Parish School 1829

The school had two classrooms
and outside toilets in a separate
toilet block. Various additions and
alterations were made to the school
during its lifetime. One new classroom
was added in the 1950’s; a kitchen
and multi-purpose hall was added
at the start of the 1960’s: and various
temporary mobile classrooms were
13

During the 1980’s a movement
towards “integrated education”
grew throughout Northern Ireland.
Integrated Education brings children
and staff from Catholic and Protestant
traditions, as well as those of other
beliefs, cultures and communities
together in one school. For the
past 30 years, in a deeply divided
society, Integrated schools have
been intentionally and proactively
developed to encourage more mixing
in schools. Integrated Schools ensure
that children from Protestant and
Catholic religious and/or cultural
backgrounds, as well as others who
identify differently are educated
together every day in the same
classrooms.
It is important to note that Integrated
schools are essentially Christian
in character but proactively strive
to ensure everyone’s tradition is
respected and included. In 1987 a new
school, Mill Strand Integrated Primary
School, was set up in a large house
at Dhuvarren on the Portstewart
Road. Mill Strand was the old name
for the West Strand which the school
overlooks. Initially funded by parents
and well-wishers the school thrived
and is now state supported and
attracting pupils from a wide area,
being the only integrated primary
school within the Coleraine District.

Glenmanus- 19
Loguestown Junction
Loguestown Day School 1816
The earliest recorded school is
Loguestown Day School situated on
the old road from Coleraine to Portrush
which had been built in 1816. The
building was of stone with a thatched
roof. There were forty male and
twenty-four female pupils of all faiths
in 1835. The master was Bryce Maxwell,
a Presbyterian, whose father had built
the school at his own expense. It was
enlarged in 1823, paid for by public
subscription.

Ballywillan Road

courses were instituted and the
College became part of the Coleraine
campus. It was with dismay and some
bitterness that, not long afterwards,
the people of Portrush learned that the
university was to move all courses to
the Coleraine and Belfast campuses
and close the Portrush site. By this
time the government had closed
the Catering Training School so the
teaching of cooking, catering and
hotel management ended in Portrush.
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Catering College 1911
A Technical school was opened in
the town about 1911 and remained
in operation for over fifty years. At a
meeting of the North Antrim Technical
Education Committee in March 1950 it
was agreed that a catering training
establishment was necessary in
Northern Ireland. Portrush was the
chosen location and the Portrush
Hotel and Catering College was duly
established. Initially teaching was
carried out in various locations, such
as the Station Café, around the town.
In parallel with this the government
set up the Catering Training School in
Kerr Street which moved to Leander
House, Bath Road in the 1970’s. It
was residential and offered shorter
term courses. As student numbers
at the College increased and the
work expanded the need for new
premises, independent of the Technical
School, was identified. In 1972 the now
independent college moved to new
purpose built premises on Ballywillan
Road. Some ten years later the college
built Halls of Residence and brought all
its out-housed students unto
the campus.
In 1993 a new reception area was
added together with an improved
licensed restaurant. A comprehensive
programme of extra-curricular classes
covering a range of subjects was
established and proved extremely
popular with people across the area.
Ties with the University of Ulster
developed and strengthened, degree
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