
                 Heritage Newsletter          
     Issue 54 

Registered with The Charity Commission for Northern Ireland NIC102817 
 

 

                24 Hotels all fully booked (part 1) 
 

From Golden Strands by Maurice McAleese 

 
Today you could count the number of hotels in Portrush on the fingers of one hand. It was a different 

story 100 years ago. A directory for 1908 lists Portrush as having no fewer than 24 hotels! 

So just for the record, these are the hotels: 

 Alexandria, Lansdowne Crescent – Proprietors, Mrs Dunseath and Miss Dobbin; Central, Messrs 

Hamilton & Co; City, Miss McConaghy, manageress; Coolnagee, Messrs Hamilton & Co; Eglinton, 

J. Gibb, manager; Golf, Miss McCrea, proprietress; Hamilton’s, Coolnagee; Imperial, P. McKenna, 

proprietor; Lancashire Temperance, Mrs Taylor; Lansdowne Hotel & The Tower House, Lee & Co, 

proprietors; Leek’s  Portrush Hotel; Lismara, Lansdowne Crescent, H.A.G. Black, proprietor; 

Lloyd’s Commercial Temperance, Kerr Street; Londonderry, Main Street, W. Markland, proprietor. 

Metropole, J. Elcot, manager; Meyola Private Hotel, Mark Street, Miss Donaghy, proprietress; 

Northern Counties, F. Oddinwood, manager; Osborne, Mrs Hurst, proprietress; Royal, 

Lansdowne Crescent, Miss Dunn, proprietress; Railway, P. Bradley, proprietor; Ramore, Mr. 

McNally; The Esplanade, Bath Terrace, Misses Hill, proprietors; Windsor, Messrs Hamilton & Co; 

York, Mrs Watt. 

The Northern Counties was the largest and certainly one of the best hotels and over the busy 

summer months it catered for large numbers of guests.  

 

Advertisement for Northern Counties Hotel c1900 courtesy John Moore Collection 
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Poster courtesy of John Moore Collection 

 

 
Northern Counties Hotel Ballroom courtesy John Moore Collection 

In April, 1912 it was announced that the seawater baths, long associated with the hotel, had been 

removed and the long range of buildings in which they were housed, was now being utilised as a 

motor garage, coach-house and stables. It was noted in the local Press: “Keen disappointment is felt 

So what was it like in those days? This 

description is taken from an 

advertisement in an old guide book: 

“This magnificent hotel, one of the 

largest and best in Ireland, is under 

Railway management. Table d’Hote 

Breakfast, Luncheon and Dinner. Hot 

and Cold Salt Water Bathing and 

Posting Establishments in connection 

with Hotel. The latter provides 

carriages, cars, etc., for the Causeway, 

Dunluce Castle and other places of 

interest at moderate charges. Portrush, 

the starting point for the famous Antrim 

Coast Route, is beautifully situated, and 

is recommended by physicians for its 

pure, dry and bracing climate. Tariff 

sent on application” 
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at  the removal of the baths, but we learn that the public will be admitted to the fine baths 

contained in the hotel, at specified hours, on payment of a  small fee, so the loss is more 

imaginary than real.” 

 
Seawater Baths (Coastal Zone) courtesy of John Moore Collection. 

 

It was just one illustration of the role played by the hotel in relation to the welfare and well-being of 

the citizens of Portrush. On another occasion, when the Urban Council was finding it difficult to raise 

funds to hire a band for the summer season, the hotel management stepped in and offered to pay 

half of the cost.  

 
Bandstand in Antrim Gardens courtesy John Moore Collection 
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Also, when the Council was searching for suitable premises to entertain a large party of sailors from 

a visiting warship, again the hotel came to the rescue, offering the spacious   Station Café which was 

owned by the company. 

 
Station Tea Rooms courtesy John Moore Collection 

 

A book could be written about the Northern Counties Hotel on its own, with   its stunning ballroom, 

swimming pool and no doubt an amazing list of distinguished guests down through the years. And 

of course its destruction  in a devastating fire in 1990. 

 

 

Our thanks to Maurice for allowing us to reprint the above text from his excellent book Golden 

Strands.  We plan to return to the subject of Hotels in Portrush c1908 in later Newsletters. 

 

23rd October 2021 

     


