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24 Hotels all fully booked (part 2)
From Golden Strands by Maurice McAleese
Today you could count the number of hotels in Portrush on the fingers of one hand. It was a different
story 100 years ago. A directory for 1908 lists Portrush as having no fewer than 24 hotels!
In those busy summers of a century ago, any kind of accommodation in Portrush was sometimes
hard to come by. A report from July 1913 put it like this: “Just now Portrush is donning its best aspect
so far as animation is concerned, and when the Glasgow Fair people have all arrived, the
accommodation in the boarding-houses and hotels will be taxed to its fullest capacity.”
For visitors to Portrush in those heady summer days there was also an offer of hotel accommodation
which included free transport on the famous old Causeway tram. The Causeway Hotel “charmingly
situated” on the headland in close proximity to the Giant’s Causeway, was advertising the fact that
visitors to the hotel would be carried free on the tramway from Portrush by asking the conductor
for coupons on payment of their tram fare, which would be refunded at the Hotel office.

Causeway Hotel and Pagoda Tea Room courtesy of The John Moore Collection

The Causeway Hotel was anxious to assure clients that it had “a widespread reputation for its
unique location, its unsurpassed scenery, its equable climate and invigorating Atlantic breezes for
those in quest of health or pleasure.” The hotel’s charges were moderate, the comfort undeniable
and the cuisine excellent. An advertisement in the local Press also gave the following information:
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“The Electric Tramway conveys visitors direct from the Railway Station at Portrush to the
Causeway.”
It was a good package deal because it also included, for weekly visitors, free admission coupons to
the Causeway and as well as the trams there were also char-a-banc runs daily from the hotel to
Carrick-a-Rede. The advertisement concluded with this warning: “Do not be misled by interested
parties giving false representations regarding the hotel.”
The Causeway Hotel had competition right on its doorstep because Kane’s Royal Hotel, “where the
traveller will find a home from home” was situated close by. An old advertisement sets out the
tariff as follows: Tea, from sixpence to one shilling; Lunch, from one shilling to two shillings;
Dinner, from one shilling and sixpence to two shillings and sixpence. Bedrooms for one person from
two shillings; for two persons, from three shillings. And in black type, prospective guests were
warned to keep to the right on leaving the trams, and insist on getting to Kane’s.

Kane’s Royal Hotel advertisement courtesy of The John Moore Collection
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The author of an article published in Dublin’s “Lady of the House” magazine wrote: “Arrived at the
Causeway, Mrs Kane will be prepared to welcome the traveller to her homely establishment, the
Royal Hotel, and to look after one’s personal wants with the assiduity that recalls the olden times
when the master of the inn gave his personal attention to each and every individual guest.”
Most of the Scottish visitors, of course, had pre-booked their accommodation but quite a few, it
seems, did not and at busy times this posed quite a problem and sometimes it meant having to go to
neighbouring resorts such as Portstewart or Castlerock.
One Scottish visitor was so impressed with his accommodation that when he returned home he
wrote a letter to the editor of the Glasgow Herald. He had stayed in the house in Portrush which
was at one time occupied by Sir Walter Scott, namely, Ramore House, close to Ramore Hill. In the
letter he pointed out that Scott had visited Portrush in 1814 and was received by Dr. Richardson, the
man who had been responsible for cultivating a new variety of florin grass. Scott had been shown
over Dunluce Castle in the course of his trip. However, he had not been too impressed with Portrush;
he wrote in his diary that he detested the recollection of the place as it was while he was there that
he first heard of the death of his friend, the Duchess of Buccleuch.

Ramore House courtesy of The John Moore Collection
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It was not only hotels and boarding-houses which provided accommodation for the visitors – camping
out was becoming an attractive option for many.
“Portrush seems to be growing in popularity as a camping out ground,” it was reported. “The
sandhills, particularly that portion between the railway embankment and the East Strand, are studded
with tents. Early on Thursday morning some fourteen additional tents were pitched, and later in the
day were taken possession of by First and Second Derry and First Omagh Companies of the Boys’
Brigade.”
Accommodation was also a problem on another occasion when one of the passenger steamships
arrived in Portrush from Ardrossan shortly after two o’clock in the morning with about 600
passengers on board. It was reported that “…notwithstanding the inhospitable hour, lines of jaunting
cars were waiting, and long before dawn a large proportion of the visitors were being whirled away
to various destinations in the country districts, while the remainder found temporary homes in
Portrush, or courted sleep on the sand dunes by the shore. Fortunately, the weather was delightful,
and sleeping out under the pearly canopy of the early morning, so far from being a hardship, was
indeed a pleasure and a privilege to dwellers in the congested and dingy city.”
Hopefully, they did not have to spend the remainder of their holiday under the pearly canopy no
matter how pleasant the experience.

Busy Harbour Scene courtesy of The John Moore Collection
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Everything in the garden was not all rosy in Portrush in those days because, surprisingly, there were
no public toilets anywhere in the town! So perhaps it was just as well that there were so many
hotels. Presumably quite a lot of visitors would have been nipping in and out of hotels and cafes and
pubs simply to use the bathroom. The first public toilet did not materialise until 1914 when one was
built on a site adjacent to the Town Hall.
Although it belongs to an earlier time in the history of Portrush as a seaside resort, it’s being included
here because of the delightfully quaint and expressive language used by a very persuasive guest
house proprietor determined to drum up business. This is how he made his pitch in an advertisement
dating from 1761:
“At the house commonly called ‘Bushfoot’, where John Dunkins esq. usually lived, there will be
lodgers kept for bathers or for those who have a mind to drink the salt water, by Edward Fayth. Any
gentlemen or ladies who will favour him with their company may depend on clean and orderly
attendance with a reasonable charge, his wife being an English woman. Also he will keep a cake
house for those who pass by on way to the Giant’s Causeway, with cider and mead, and a fish
dinner will be dressed for any that incline to dine, and those who come to bathe are desired to give
a week’s warning to your most obedient, humble servant, Edward Fayth.
N.B. He intends the keeping of goats.”
Our thanks to Maurice for allowing us to reprint the above text from his excellent book Golden
Strands.
27th November 2021

Contact us at chairman.portrushheritage@gmail.com if you would like to include a friend in our
weekly circulation of Heritage Newsletters. Back issues of the Newsletters can be found in the
‘About Us’ section on our website at DiscoverPortrush.com
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