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        1960 Dhu Varren Flood 
(by David Martin, from his ‘Portrush Tales’ blog) 

 

 

Childhood summers at Portrush were of course always gorgeous weather, unbroken sunshine, 

every day spent on the beach. Bad weather disasters, if they happened, happened elsewhere, like 

last August’s torrential rain and water erupting up through promenade, the tragedies of devastation 

and houses washed away in Germany, tornadoes in US, horror rains in Spain, …  

But in summer 1960, the big rains came to Portrush and the north coast.  

 

That July had been wet, over 5″ of rain had fallen. Then in August, over 4″ of rain fell in just 12 

hours. Greens at the golf course flooded and the golf championship was suspended; tennis courts 

flooded at the recreation grounds and the tennis championship was suspended. And the burn that 
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flowed through under the railway embankment and out on to the west strand beach blocked up 

and the torrential rainwater  flowed 

out and over Dhu Varren. 

Mr. Jack McConaghy recorded on his 

photograph, right: “The scene from 

Metropole corner that I saw at 7:30pm 

on Wed 24th August 1960, after the 

worst ever torrential rain and flooding 

ever seen in Portrush in living 

memory.  

700,000 tons of water covered this area.” 

 

Sheila Brown writes: “Yes I remember the big flood. My mum and I had gone to Belfast that day, 

shopping for a family wedding. We had sunshine all the way to Belfast, unaware of the floods. On 

the way back though, going through Coleraine, the thunder and lightning was scary. The Shell Hill 

bridge was closed because of flooding – car brakes were sodden, water-logged, no use at all - we 

had to detour.  

“When we eventually got to the Coleraine Road in Portrush, the water was flowing like a river. The 

rain that fell on Dhu Varren was bad, so bad that it was a lake. The water was up to the second 

storey of houses, and someone had a boat. The bakery - where the post office used to be – all 

destroyed.”  
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My mum remembers that we had relatives from England 

visiting us that day, during their Ireland summer holidays – 

but that they were sent away early, to go back to their 

accommodation before the big rains came. Dads carried 

kids on their shoulders as they waded through the waters.  

 

In the heavy heavy rain here in Germany last August, I saw 

whole trees swept down the local river by the flood waters. In 

Portrush, the burn from Parker Avenue direction normally 

flowed through a culvert and through the railway 

embankment and out on to the west strand beach. But in the 

torrential rain of August 1960, that culvert got blocked by the 

the amount of debris carried in the torrential rains. Instead, 

the flood water flowed out over Dhu Varren.  

         

Marlene Lyle writes: “I remember this 

very well. The water was gushing in the 

back door as we frantically tried to brush 

it out the front door. But it was a losing 

battle!” 

 
Orreen Yates writes: “I remember that 

day clearly. I was working in the Civil 

Service in the Metropole building. Our 

bus struggled to get us up Coleraine 

Road. In one of the bungalows on the 

right side between Metropole Corner and Glenvale, furniture was floating in the front garden.” 

 

Portrush people donned their bathing costumes and waterproofs and wellies, they brought rowing 

boats, they rowed and waded through the flood waters, they carried children above their heads, to 

make sure everyone was safely out of their houses and found shelter and accommodation.  
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The Belfast Telegraph reported that television sets were covered in water, and that the contents of 

about 50 homes were badly damaged. With the bakery and shops flooded, commodities like bread 

and milk were scarce in hundreds of homes.  

Rail services were disrupted, with flood water on 

the railway lines. The town was without gas as 

workmen pumped the water out of the pipes. 

Telephone communication with Portrush and the 

north coast were out of order, and Gerald 

Bradley writes: "I remember it well. I was 

working in the GPO at the time in subscribers' 

maintenance - fixing faults on telephone lines – 

and had quite a time trying to get the telephones 

working. The worst flooding was around Dhu Varren Crescent. The level of water in the bungalows 

was 2 to 3 feet. The telephone wiring was mostly fitted to skirting boards and it took me about a 

week replace it all and bring everyone back into service.” 
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Thankfully the rains eased the next day and the clear up 

operation went into action.  

Living on the north coast of Ireland makes people pretty 

resilient, and looking out for each other. Everyone was 

brought to safety and shelter, and I know of no injuries at 

that time.  

A month later the Dhu Varren bakery planned to re-open. 

 

 
Photograph courtesy Sindy Smith 

 
We thank David for allowing Portrush Heritage Group access to this material from his blog 

“Portrush Tales”. There are more stories to follow. David lives in Germany but his roots are firmly 

in Portrush. We will all fondly remember his late father, Sergeant Martin, who lived on the Croc-na-

mac Road. We also thank Raymond McConaghy for providing the excellent photographs in this 

Newsletter, that were taken by his late father Jack McConaghy.   

 

19th February 2022 


