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     Prominent Portrush Men at the beginning of the 20th Century  
                     Part 3 by Robert Corbett 
 

Henry Anderson Macaulay: Solicitor and Town Commissioner 

 
Several prominent Portrush men feature amongst the short biographies of approximately 900 

contemporary Ulstermen presented by W. T. Pike in the wonderfully illustrated book, Belfast and the 

Province of Ulster in the 20th Century, published in 1909.  This article, the third in a series, focuses 

on another of the distinguished individuals from Portrush covered by Pike, namely Henry Anderson 

Macaulay.  In addition to the biographical information compiled by Pike, details about Macaulay’s 

life and achievements have been gleaned from local newspapers, including the Coleraine Chronicle. 

                                              

Born in 1848 at Coleraine, Henry Anderson Macaulay was the son of Anna (née Hyndman) and 

James H. Macaulay, the manager of the Northern Bank in the town.  Henry’s parents had a long life 

together and received a letter of congratulation from Queen Alexandra on the 70 th anniversary of 

their marriage. Henry was educated at Coleraine Academical Institution. His potential was 

acknowledged by the principal at the school’s annual prize-day in August 1865 who, when telling 

the audience that Henry had passed the very rigid examination to which apprentices to solicitors 

were subjected, commented ‘that the presiding judge complimented him highly on his answering... 

and Mr Macaulay deserved all the more credit, from the fact that he was only, by a few months, 

above the age qualifying him to compete.’ In this examination for admission as an attorney’s 

apprentice, Macaulay took first place out of seventeen candidates. Having served his apprenticeship 

with the firm Messrs R. & A. C. Crookshank, Coleraine, in May 1870 Macaulay undertook the 

examination for admission as an attorney, along with fifteen other candidates.  Again, he took first 

place and was awarded a silver medal by the Court of Examiners, Incorporated Law Society. 

 

On 11 September 1872, at the Baptist Chapel, Lower Abbey Street, Dublin, Henry Anderson 

Macaulay married Rebecca Olivia, the eldest daughter of Charles Leech Q.C., of North Great 

George’s Street, in the city. By this time Macaulay was practising as a solicitor in Strabane, Co. 

Tyrone. He served as solicitor for both the Strabane Town Commissioners and the Board of 

Guardians of the Strabane Poor Law Union. 
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Macaulay began his legal career in Coleraine in partnership with Dr R. Kyle Knox.  By 1876 he had 

entered a partnership with Thomas Stott in the firm called Messrs Stott and Macaulay, which had 

offices in Ballymoney and New Row, Coleraine. Afterwards for many years Macaulay had a very 

extensive practice under his own name. During the late nineteenth century the so-called land 

question, focusing on the relationship between the landlords and tenant farmers, was one of the 

most dominant issues in Irish public life and politics.  Following the passing of the Land Law (Ireland) 

Act, 1881, which established a body called the Land Commission with responsibility for setting fair 

rents that were binding on the landlord and tenant farmer and the power to purchase estates from 

landlords to enable the transfer of ownership to the tenant farmers, to whom the Commission could 

give a loan of up to 75 per cent of the purchase price to enable them to buy and own their farms, 

Macaulay represented many of the tenant farmers in the Coleraine area. Indeed, at the time of his 

death it was claimed that he had ‘acted for fully 95 per cent of the tenants in the district, becoming 

widely known as the tenant farmers’ lawyer.’        

                                        

                                                                                                     

In 1895, Macaulay entered into a partnership with Robert O’Neill and later a third partner, Thomas 

J. Martin, joined their firm. Macaulay played an active role in the practice until about two years before 

his death in 1925.  The firm of Macaulay, O’Neill and Martin merged with another Coleraine legal 

practice, Wray and Baxter, in 1999 to form Macaulay Wray Solicitors.  

Alongside his business activities, Henry Anderson Macaulay played a prominent role in public life.   
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In June 1881 he was co-opted to become one of the Coleraine Town Commissioners and in the 

election held in October 1882 to appoint six commissioners he topped the poll.  Macaulay was 

proposed as Chairman of the Coleraine Town Commissioners in June 1885, but he was narrowly 

defeated by Charles Daly. The following year it was reported that Macaulay intended to become a 

resident of Portrush, moving into a house in Kerr Street. His change of residency meant that he 

became ineligible to serve as a town commissioner for Coleraine, and he retired from that role in 

October 1888.  

However, Macaulay did not retire from public life.  Following the decision taken in 1892 to establish 

the Portrush Town Commissioners, he stood in the election held on 1 December of that year to 

select the first 15 members of this newly-constituted body.   

 

 

Portrush Station Square & Town Hall c1907.  From a Painting by Philip Armstrong, copyright Portrush Heritage Group 

 

Out of 28 candidates, Macaulay came third in the poll.  At the inaugural meeting of the Board of 

Town Commissioners of Portrush held on Tuesday 6 December 1892, he was unanimously chosen 

as the first chairman.  Macaulay held this post until June 1895, when he declined re-election. 

Macaulay continued to serve as a Town Commissioner, being   re-elected on 15 October 1895, until 

he submitted his resignation at the end of February 1897. When this resignation was accepted at 

the Town Commissoners’ meeting held on 1 March 1897, the Chairman, Capt. F. W. Watt, 

commented that ‘he was sure every member of the Board was sorry that Mr Macaulay found it 

necessary to take the step intimated...as no more efficient Commissioner had ever sat at the  
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Board.’ His legal practice, Macaulay and O’Neill, continued to act a solicitors to the Portrush Town 

Commissioners, and when this board was replaced by Portrush Urban District Council in 1899 was 

appointed as solicitors to the new body. In late 1897 Macaulay became a director of the Portrush 

Harbour Company, a position he held until his death. 

An active sportsman, Macaulay was a member of the Bann Rowing Club, competing for some of 

their representative crews. He was captain of the Club from April 1881 to March 1883.  Macaulay 

was one of the original members of Royal Portrush Golf Club, serving as a member of the Council 

and treasurer of the Club for many years. His firm were solicitors to the Golf Club.  

Macaulay was also an active freemason, being a member of ‘Royal Blue’ Lodge 745, Coleraine, 

‘Union’ Lodge 1008, Portrush, and Braidwater Preceptory.   

H. A. Macaulay retired from active participation in the affairs of Macaulay, O’Neill and Martin in the 

early 1920s. He died at his home, Strandmore, Portrush, on 10 March 1925, aged 77. Macaulay 

was interred in Belfast City Cemetery, where his parents were buried. He was survived by his wife 

and three daughters. 

 

Strandmore House.  Photograph courtesy of the John Moore Collection 

 

Portrush Heritage Group would like to thank Robert for this excellent contribution to our series of Heritage 

Newsletters.    9th April 2022 


