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EASTER 1922 
An 'enlightening' time for Portrush 

 

by Frances Wilson 
 

Easter 2022 marks the centenary of the opening of the first electricity substation in Dunluce Street - an 
important event in the history of the town. 
 
The concept of electricity for lighting and power in Portrush had a long and rocky path having been first 
suggested in 1892, the year that the Portrush Town Commission was founded.  Initially there was 
disagreement between those who wanted electricity and those who preferred gas leading to many 'scenes' 
during Council meetings.  The debate continued until 1913 when the Board of Trade sanctioned the project 
at a cost of £6000.  However, the war intervened leading to considerable delay as well as inflation which 
tripled the original estimate.  The Council felt that the successful completion of the scheme would both 
enhance the attractiveness and popularity of Portrush as a holiday resort and at the same time confer 
advantages on the residents.  For these reasons they were determined to see the scheme carried out albeit 
much later than originally planned and at a much greater cost.  A Committee was set up by the Council to 
oversee the development of the scheme and to appoint the necessary contractors and staff.  It reported 
back to the Council at their monthly meetings to keep them updated with the progress being made in all 
areas.   

 
 
 

On Thursday 13 April a large crowd gathered outside the building and loudly applauded Mr Andrew Kelly 
(Chairman of the Urban Council) and his wife as they arrived to perform the opening ceremony.  Also 
present were Mr Robert Cochrane of the contractors Cochrane & Elliott; Mr Curran of Curran Bros, the 
company installing the electric lighting; the Chairman of the Electricity Works Supply Committee and the 
Vice-Chairman of the Council.  Mr Cochrane presented Mrs Kelly with a silver key and added that he hoped 
that this occasion would be a day of happy remembrance and mark the opening of an era of even greater 
prosperity for Portrush.  Mrs Kelly unlocked the door and the party entered.  Mr Curran then presented her 
with a lamp which she plugged in and, to much applause, turned on the electricity for which Portrush had 
waited 30 years. 
 
 

The Electricity Supply Works building, situated off 
Dunluce Street, consisted of an engine-room, plant-
house, store and battery room with a large office 
above. The system used simple but substantial 
machinery which could be worked by comparatively 
unskilled staff.  If fully supported by the people of 
Portrush it would be a success but if it only paid its 
way it would still be a great asset to the town.  There 
was to be lighting in all the principal streets served by 
2½ miles of underground cables.  An overhead system 
was to be used for the outlying portions of the town 
with 1½ miles of cables covering areas such as Dhu 
Varren and Glenmanus. At the time of the switch-on 
140 people had signed up to be connected by the 
Electrical Engineering and Maintenance Company.   
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Following the ceremony, the group, along with representatives of the local Councils, went to the Trocadero 
Restaurant for lunch.  After the meal and Toast to the King, lengthy speeches followed during which those 
who had been involved in the development of the system wished the project every success. The Urban 
Council, especially the Chairman and Town Clerk, as well as their officials were congratulated on what they 
had achieved for the people of Portrush.  
 

 
Early views of street lights around Portrush 

 

OTHER NEWS 

 
However this event was not the only thing that happened at Easter and a trawl through copies of the 
Chronicle shows what else was going on in Portrush 100 years ago. 
 

 
 
The Chronicle and North of Ireland Advertiser (to give it its full title) at this time cost 1d and comprised 8 
broadsheet pages.   
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The weather for the three weeks preceding Easter 
had been sunny so the rain and sleet along with the 
thunder that arrived on Maundy Thursday led people 
to expect poor weather over the holiday weekend.  
Easter Saturday seems to have been a particularly 
stormy day leading to cancellation of the golf 
competition at Royal Portrush.  In spite of this, there 
was a large influx of visitors with numbers at their 
highest since pre-war days and all the hotels and 
boarding houses reporting good business. 
Special arrangements were made for rail travellers 
whether staying in Portrush over the holiday 
weekend or coming as day visitors from Coleraine on 
Easter Monday.  To ensure that these day 
excursionists were not planning to take advantage of 
the cheap tickets and stay overnight in Portrush, no 
luggage was permitted on the trains that day, as the 
advert clearly states. 

The Eastertide dances at the Trocadero proved to be very 
popular with over 300 attending this one on Easter Monday and 
enjoying both the music and catering on offer.   
 

CHURCH SERVICES AND EVENTS 
 
The Clarke Memorial Methodist Church reported their highest 
congregation at the Easter Sunday services since 1914.  Due to 
the skill of the contractor, Mr Robert Russell, electric light was 
used for the first time adding materially to the beauty of the 
church. 
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At the Presbyterian Church a sacred cantata was given after the evening service on Sunday with solos 
performed by Mrs W J Dann from Winnipeg and Miss A Bovaird from Londonderry. The Bazaar held the 
following day raised over £70 with the concerts that ran alongside attracting much praise. 
 
Special services were held throughout Easter Week at Holy Trinity and on Easter Sunday the services were 
conducted by the Rector in the morning and Rev W Wallace in the evening.  Miss Charlotte Hobson, on her 
first day as organist, conducted the music at all services. Trained in music at the Royal Irish Academy of 
Music, Miss Hobson came to Portrush via Clonakilty Parish Church and St Mary's, Navan. 
 

BALLYWILLAN SUNDAY SCHOOL PRIZE DAY 
This took place on a cold and wet Friday evening, but even so the turnout was very good with children, 
parents and other interested parties there to see the distribution of prizes to those attending several 
Sunday Schools connected with the Church as well as Carnalridge Day School.  Upwards of fifty valuable 
book prizes were distributed including special prizes of Bibles.  A programme of recitals and musical items 
performed by the children was enjoyed after which a plentiful repast of tea and cake was served.  
 

KELLY MEMORIAL SCHOOLS PRIZE DISTRIBUTION 
The annual distribution of prizes in connection with the Kelly Memorial Day and Sunday Schools took place 
presided over by the Rev J H Mervyn.  The Principal, Mr J M'Clatchie, informed those present that at the 
December inspection, His Majesty's Inspector had awarded 17 'Very Good' and 8 'Good' grades to the 25 
subjects being taught and had also pronounced the whole staff as 'highly efficient'.  After a musical 
interlude provided by the children, the prizes were presented. 
 

ADVERTS  
These included houses to let and goods and services offered. 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
 
A lady signing herself as 'Housekeeper' had written a letter to the Editor recommending the services 
offered by Portrush Steam Laundry as a way of dispelling 'wash day worries'.  For 2s 6d, 24lbs of white 
clothing would be 'washed beautifully clean and left at the house a few hours after collection, ready to 
hang out to dry'. Those wishing to avail of the service should ask for the Laundry's van to call at their 
house. 
 

SPORT 
 
GOLF:The Easter Tournament for the Harrison Cup at Royal Portrush began on Saturday in very rough 
weather.  By the afternoon a fierce north-west storm of wind and rain rendered play impossible, and the 
competition had to be abandoned.  It was concluded on Easter Monday in better weather alongside the 
usual Easter meeting for the Captain's Cup.  
 
Once play was abandoned due to the storm on Saturday afternoon, about 70 members of the Club 
attended a Special General Meeting in the Clubhouse with the Captain, Mr J M Russell, presiding.  The 
atmosphere there was also somewhat stormy as Mr Russell proposed that annual subscriptions should be 
raised by £1 1s for those residing within a 40 mile radius of Portrush and by 10s 6d for all other members.  
He asked those present to bear in mind that the current subscription had been in existence since before 
the Great War.  After much heated debate amongst the members, which at times resorted to rudeness and 
accusations, the motion was defeated by a considerable majority.  The Ladies' Branch requested 
permission to determine their own affairs separate from the Gentlemen and also asked for an extended 
Clubhouse so they could have more room but again after much discussion (by the Gentlemen) the Ladies' 
requests were refused. 
 
HOCKEY: Portrush had travelled to play Banbridge Seconds on the previous Saturday in the third round 
of the Braddell Shield.  After a great game, they were beaten, by one goal to nil.  However, Portrush lodged 
an appeal because Banbridge had fielded an ineligible player, Fred McKnight, a senior player and ex-
international who was not registered for the competition.   Their protest was upheld and there was a 
replay at Stranmillis on Tuesday resulting in a scoreless draw.  A further replay was ordered for Easter 
Saturday but Banbridge decided not to travel and so Portrush went through to the semi-final and were to 
play Antrim but this team also scratched leaving Portrush in the final against Lisnagarvey Seconds - the 
holders of the Shield.  The match was played at Stranmillis and although the ground was deemed poor, the 
match held plenty of excitement for the Portrush supporters who had travelled there by charabanc.  One-
all at full time, Portrush grabbed a goal in extra time to win the Shield.  Meanwhile in Portrush, once news 
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of the victory was received, a reception party was quickly organised so that when the team arrived back 
sometime after midnight, the streets were still full of enthusiasts who, with fife, drum and bagpipes, gave 
them a heroes' welcome home.  Bonfires had also been lit in Causeway Street and Main Street. 
 

HOTEL METROPOLE 'S NEW ROLE 
 
The Presbyterian Health Society's Rest Home was opened by Mrs Sinclair, wife of the President of the 
Society in the presence of a large assembly.  The building, formerly used as the first-class Hotel Metropole, 
occupied a commanding position at the intersection of the main roads from Portrush to Coleraine and 
Portstewart and was calculated in every way to make a commodious and comfortable home for those 
whom it is intended to benefit.  The building had been tastefully altered to ensure every comfort for the 
new residents.  It was the first home of its kind in Ireland and it was hoped that other societies would 
follow suit to help those in need of rest and respite.  The opening concluded with lunch, a musical recital 
followed by a tour of the Rest Home and afternoon tea in the garden. 
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