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      Quigley’s Cottage Sale 
   A Letter to CCGBC Chief Executive by Sheila Stirrup   

 
 
Dear Mr Jackson, 
 
I requested your contact details from the Portrush Heritage Group, following a 
notification regarding the council’s imprudent plans to sell off the historic building, 
Quigley’s Cottage. I was numbed with shock on hearing of your proposed “disposal” of 
this beautiful and historically significant building. 
  
I know that the Portrush Heritage Group have made a very powerful case for the 
building’s preservation. So let me share my own very personal feelings. 
  
My name is Sheila Hamilton Stirrup and I live in London. But my paternal roots are 
firmly embedded in Portrush. My grandparents, James and Eliza Hamilton, brought 
nine children into this world in Garden Court. They all contributed to the life, soul and 
prosperity of the town. They were community. So vital. 
  
Though poor and uneducated themselves, my grandparents ensured an education for their 
children, who all attended Kelly Memorial School. The power of free education. It has 
enabled the children of Portrush to grow and prosper. Yet you seek to destroy the very 
first school of Portrush? 
 
My own father, George Hamilton, died tragically when I was a small child. This 
trauma remained with me throughout my life. But a form of closure came quite recently, in 
2021 in fact. 
  
A few years back, I began a journey of discovery in researching my father’s family 
history. One most important find was the Hamilton family grave in Ballywillan Cemetery. 
I contacted Causeway Coastal Glens Council, who sent a list of my family members buried 
there. My grandparents, James and Eliza; their son, James, who died of diptheria in 
Ballymoney Hospital on 20th August 1920. He was thirteen years old; my godmother 
and aunt, Anna. 
  
George Hamilton, my father, was cremated in the City of London Cemetery, where his 
ashes were scattered. I never said goodbye to him, and London was never his home. So, 
in 2021, I gathered earth from the City of London plot and sprinkled this on the 
Hamilton family grave. This simple act brought me peace of mind. 
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Whenever I visit Northern Ireland, I make my own pilgrimage to this grave. I have 
brought two of my sons there and informed them that is where I myself wish to be laid to 
rest when the time comes.  Some years back, I also contacted Causeway Coast and Glens 
Council with regard to this. 
 
So, where exactly is the Hamilton grave? Take a look at the photograph and you will see. 
  

 
 
Yes. It is right next to the wall of Quigley’s Cottage. 
  
So, please tell me, what will become of the grave with the proposed “disposal” of the simple 
stone building, which so complements this tranquil and calming location? 
 
The back of the building is actually within the graveyard. What are your proposals for 
these graves? 
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The graveyard is the final resting place for so many Portrush residents of old. A place of 
peace, calm and comfort. For the living, as well as for the dead.  I cannot imagine that 
any person who has approved the disposal of this building has actually considered the true 
impact of such an act of apparent vandalism. 
  
As for the role of the first school in Portrush. Shouldn’t you be celebrating this precious 
legacy, rather than tearing it down? You have the excellent Portrush Heritage Group, 
who do so much for this town, to support its better use. 
 
 
Why disrupt the peace of those who have been laid to rest in this beautiful old cemetery? 
Why distress their families? So irreverent and disrespectful. An act of sheer desecration. 
  
Please rethink this rash and ill-considered decision. You have here such an opportunity to 
be creative and imaginative with the good people of Portrush. 
  
  
  
You really must preserve this for future generations. 
  
Yours sincerely, 
  
Sheila Hamilton Stirrup 
 
(address provided) 
 
30th June 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


