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      Quigley’s Cottage Sale 
  A Letter to CCGBC Chief Executive by Patricia (Lee) Gray  

 
 Edinburgh  

1st July 2022 
Causeway Coast & Glens Borough Council, Chief Executive  

Mr David Jackson 

Cloonavin, 

66 Portstewart Road, 

Coleraine, 

BT52 1EY 

 

Dear Mr Jackson 

 

I write on behalf of the many non-residents, who have family members buried in the old Ballywillan 

graveyard. While it often seems uncared for, and unloved, I can assure you, that it is still an active 

memorial for many families such as mine.  

 

It has been a burial ground for many hundreds of years, although for my family, we only have 

occupied space there for a mere 120 years. My great grandfather, Robert Lee was buried there in 

1901, (his obituary attached below) and the ashes for my parents William and Winifred Lee, at 

their request, were interred there. (Most recently, Winifred in October 2014) 

 

Sadly, they also record several lives cut far too short. The deaths of my two uncles, Robert and 

Reginald Lee in April 1931, aged 21 and 18 drowned off Curran Point near the White Rocks.. 

Robert (posthumously) and another local, Victor Logan, were awarded with medals from the 

British Humane Society for trying to save Reginald’s life. The whole town shut down for their 

funeral. My brother, Martin Lee, died shortly after a car accident in his first week at university, 

aged 18, crossing from the train at the NUU in Coleraine in 1972. He was a promising yachtsman. 

I believe the cortege for his funeral stretched the length of Ballywillan Road.  

Personally, I have ensured that our family memorial sites are safe, to the extent that I arranged 

with Wades in Coleraine some years ago, to reduce the height of my great-grandfathers memorial 

Celtic Cross by 1m, and underpin it, to ensure it was stable, and at the same time to upgrade the 

burial plot of my grandparents, brother and my parents, just two graves away. 

 

However, I appreciate, as you read this, you’re saying, but we’re only selling a building that backs 

onto the graveyard, we’re not interfering with individual plots. So would I be, until I recently 

understood more about the heritage of the site. I have always loved the wee cottage and naively 

assumed it was safe from development, being part of the larger burial complex. Northern Ireland is 

rightly proud of its educational heritage. I can hear to this day, James Bankhead, head of 

Carnalridge Primary, in my day (1960-66), just a mile or two up the road. “Work hard, concentrate 

on your studies, and the world is your oyster, it doesn’t matter where you come from”.  I am pretty 

certain Father Murphy at St Patrick’s and O’Hara Logan at Portrush Primary were saying exactly 

the same!  
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So I will replay that thought. This wee building, in ‘the middle of nowhere’, encompassed the 

hopes and dreams of so many families, many of them literally on the breadline. They weren’t 

worried if they could pay for Netflix, rather how they could make the oatmeal last another day. But 

at the time, they still managed to find a few shillings to pay for another term. We under-estimate 

the sacrifice our families paid for our education in years gone by. We should be celebrating it, 

saying how great it was, that our forbears thought it essential to provide a school. 

 

This lovely wee cottage is in a prime position. It overlooks a glorious view of Portrush. It should be 

utilised for the community, not for a private developer. A wee museum, celebrating education, or a 

Heritage site for Portrush telling the story of the growing community as it was then. What a lovely 

place it grew into. As a town, Portrush has very few buildings from this era, we should be making 

the most of them. 

 

Regards 

Trish Gray  

 
 

 
 
(address provided) 
 
30th June 2022 


